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  I want to use this opportunity to thank the Endourology Society for this great opportunity to visit an international urology center that is of great standard. My stay at UT Southwestern exposed me to various complex endourology procedures performed by experts in the field.
  My supervisor, Dr. Margaret Pearle, a renowned stone surgeon, took me through the rudiments of endourology surgery which includes but not limited to access for percutaneous and upper tract stone procedures.  I observed as she daily embarks on difficult endourology cases making it look easy.  These included navigating through various renal calyces and looking for stones in various diverticula of the upper tract. 
Access for percutaneous nephrolithotomy was one of the important skills l observed as l intend to commence that in my center as all our renal stones are still approached through open surgery.  She went further to ensure that this dream is realized by handing over to me a carton full of consumables for stone surgery which she usually keeps to be sent to countries where such are pricy and difficult to get.   This gesture will make it easy for me to implement what l learned during the program.  This gesture is highly appreciated. 
  The numerous dinners and groceries shopping will not be forgotten, her mentorship skills and motherly approach to training is one of the things that really impressed me. One of the great things l learnt from her is patience, and this is very important for endourology surgery. She patiently ensures that almost all stone are retrieved hence reducing the rate of second look surgery.
  Another great surgeon I met is Dr. Jeffrey Cadeddu, a renowned robotic surgeon. He mesmerized me with his skills in robotic surgery ranging from renal ablative surgery, nephron sparing surgeries, upper tract reconstructive procedures and radical prostatectomies. These are surgeries done openly in my center. The advantage of minimal access surgeries was clearly evident as low complication rate and early discharge was the order of the day.  The books on laparoscopic surgery he gave to me is greatly appreciated.
Dr. Jodi Antonelli is another great stone surgeon that impacted on me.  She taught me quite a number of tricks as it relates to endourology.   The jovial theatre atmosphere under which she operates will not be easily forgotten. 
  My appreciation also goes to all the members of Drs. Pearle and Cadeddu’s team namely Bret Johnson, Bryan, maia Van Dyke, Chelsea, Mary Bishop the units secretary and Mario Sanchez the Director of international Affairs for the help and guidance throughout the program.
  I learned a lot of new procedures during the program, and I cannot wait to implement all that I have learned during this training. 
  The exposure I had in the skills lab is something I will want to be incorporated into the program especially for fellows travelling from centers where these procedures are not done and do not have the facility for minimal access surgery. This will help reinforce what they observe. Continued reinforcement of the procedures learned will also be achieved by the provision of basic materials needed to commence the procedure immediately when the fellow gets to his or her center. This will ensure that the skills are not lost or forgotten by the fellow.
  I want to once more thank Dr. Margaret Pearle for easily accepting me for this fellowship and for her tutelage and care throughout my stay.
  I thank the endourology society for creating this program, and I pray that it should be sustained in order to make minimal access surgery a universally practiced procedure.
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